CHAPTER    III
The fall to *Arms
DURING THE FIRST MONTHS OF I 9 12 THE STRUGGLE LAN-
guished on the banks of the River Kert, which is a
bed of gravel during most of the year. The columns com-
manded by Generals Larrea, Zubi'a, Carrasco, Villal6n, and
Pereira spent their time in exploration and reconnaissance,
without any serious mishaps. They suffered nocturnal at-
tacks, already of customary occurrence, and sniping, which
was as common, in the Riff country as if it were a product
of the climate.
But it was impossible to guarantee even a moderate meas-
ure of security while El Mizzian, a dervish who was stirring
up war with his preaching and who scoured over the basin
of the Kert at the head of his fanatics, exciting them to fight
ceaselessly, was allowed his life and liberty. El Mizzian was
the mosquito that spread the virus of war.
Through painful efforts that cost them much blood, they
succeeded in dominating the river, fortifying it as a bound-
ary, and the troops of General Aldava advanced over the
plains of El Caret. Monte Arruit and Tumiat were occu-
pied.
As we have already indicated, Damaso Berenguer, after
staying a few months in Algeria, where he studied the
organization of native troops, introduced troops of the same
kind in the Spanish zone. They were called "Native Regu-
lars-of .Melilla." How cautiously they were regarded at first!
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